
I M P O R T A N T   C H A N G E S

Starting Saturday, November 30, 2013 – Sunday, December 1, 2013

Dear Sacristans, Acolytes and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion

Starting the First Sunday of Advent we will be distributing Holy Communion at the center of the 
church and at the front. Accomplishing this requires your assistance and a few changes to our normal 
routine. By doing this we hope to be able to distribute communion easily to the families who have 
mobility issues and to shorten the time

As an important part in the service of our parishioners we know we can count on your support as 
together we work through this change and look carefully at its effectiveness for the long term.

Here are the changes that we will implement and assess:

1. Before Mass four chalices will be placed on the credence table. Three of th  ese   chalices will   
already contain the wine (cover  e  d with pall  s  )  . Only the Presider's chalice will be empty. All of 
the corporals and purificators will be placed on that one chalice. 
1. Because we have doubled the number of chalices, we should be able to reduce the amount 

of wine that is placed in every chalice. By best estimate, they need never be more than ½ 
full.

2. At Preparation the three chalices with the wine will be transferred to the side corporal.
1. When the Deacon is present the Presider's chalice will remain on the credence table.
2. When the Deacon is not present the empty chalice will be placed on the side corporal.
3. Acolytes may assist in setting up the altar.

3. As soon as we complete the phrase “Lord, I am not worthy ...” the emHCs will come to the 
front, purify your hands and prepare to receive Holy Communion. There is no need to wait for 
each other, simply come forward and take your place as you arrive.

4. When Holy Communion is being distributed to those in the sanctuary, you may be asked to 
serve the Precious Blood to the other emHCs while the other chalices are being distributed. It 
would help if the emHC at   each   end of the line is going to be on a chalice.   The Priest (or the 
Deacon) will hand you the chalice / ciborium / paten for distribution.

The first name on the list serving the Bread will go to the middle of the church. The first 
two names listed as serving from the chalice will go to the middle of the church.

5. At Communion two emHCs with chalices and one emHC with a ciborium will go to the middle
of the church. (see note above). Distribute communion to those who are seated in the middle 
aisle first by going to them. After this, return to the center aisle and distribute communion to the
faithful.  The emHC with the Precious Body standing between those with the chalices. No one 
should be kneeling in the middle aisle after they receive communion so as not to block the aisle.

6. The emHC bringing the ciborium to the center of the church may be asked to carry a pyx 
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containing one or more low-gluten hosts. The instruction is that the minister should never 
touch these hosts but offer the pyx/host to the communicant and allow them to receive it by 
taking it themselves.

7. After Communion return all the remaining elements to the main altar.
1. The ciboria always return to the main altar first. An emHC usually returns the ciborium to 

the reserve.
2. The chalices return to the altar area where any remaining species is consumed, preferably by

the emHC. 
1. If the Deacon is present the chalices are placed on the credence table.
2. If the Deacon is not present, the chalices are placed on the altar on the side corporal. 

Please wait until the ciboria is being reserved before placing anything on the altar.
3. You may leave the altar area once your ministry is completed. You do not have to wait for 

others.
4. The Deacon (or if he is not present, the Priest) will perform the rites of purification of the 

vessels. The acolytes may assist them in transferring the purified vessels from the altar to 
the credence table.

5. Please be respectful to the traffic pattern and flow at this time. The return of elements to the 
reserve, the purification of the vessels and the clearing of the altar are priority events taking 
place at this time.

Some background that may explain a few things to help you:

• The Deacon normally prepares the chalice(s) at the credence table. The ritual of the mixing of 
the water and the wine needs only to be done with one chalice.

• A Deacon is required to purify the vessels at the credence table. A Priest may purify the vessels 
on the altar, preferably at the side of the altar, or at the table. The Deacon does not have that 
option. When a Deacon is present, it is their duty to attend to the purification of the vessels.

• A Deacon normally hands the Celebrant the large communion host. This may also be done by 
an Acolyte. 

• Only a Priest, Deacon or Instituted Acolyte may perform the purification of the vessels.
• Normally no one places anything on the center corporal except for the Priest. Anything going to

and from the altar should be placed on the side corporals (or credence table) unless it is handed 
to the Priest.

• No sacred vessels are to be placed on the altar cloth but always on a corporal.

Thank you for your cooperation as we work through these changes. Once we see how things how 
things are going we will make adjustments and tweaks as necessary. 

Blessings …
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S U M M A R Y

Sacristans
• Four chalices are placed on the credence table before Mass:

◦ Three are already prepared with wine and covered by palls.
◦ One (the Presider's chalice) is empty and has the corporals and purificators on it.
◦ We will need four purificators for each Mass.

• We will always use two corporals.

Acolytes
• Assist in the setting up of the altar. 

◦ When the Deacon is present the three filled chalices are placed on the side corporal, the 
remaining empty chalice is left on the credence table.

◦ When the Deacon is not present, all four chalices are placed on the side corporal. Assist the 
Priest with the water and wine for the empty chalice.

• There will be two low-gluten pyxes and the ciborium to transfer from the reserve.
• Assist the Deacon or the Priest with the transfer of chalices from the altar after communion.

◦ The Deacon is required to purify vessels on the credence table.
◦ The Priest may purify vessels on the side corporal.

• Remove the corporals, book etc. when appropriate.
◦ The side corporal should be removed last.

Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion
• Come to the sanctuary immediately after the “Lord I am not worthy ...” is said.

◦ Do not pause and wait for others but come ahead and purify your hands etc.
• Three ministers will go to the middle of the church (Chalice – Ciborium – Chalice)

◦ Distribute communion to those with mobility issues first by going to them.
• Return to the altar as soon as possible after you are finished:

◦ If the Deacon is present the chalices go to the credence table. The ciborium/paten goes to 
the main altar and is placed on the side corporal.

◦ If the Deacon is not present, the ciborium/paten comes to the altar, taken to the reserve, and 
then the chalices are placed on the main altar.

◦ Always place the chalices/ciborium on the side corporal.
◦ Please consume the remaining Precious Blood whenever possible.

• An emHC normally returns the ciborium and low-gluten pyxes to the tabernacle.
• As soon as you are finished you may leave the altar. 
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